Friends of Denton Gardens
Annual Report 2024-2025
April 5th 2025

General

This has been a really quite spectacular year for Friends of Denton Gardens.

All the ambitions outlined at our last AGM and in the Management Plan have
been achieved, thanks in large part to successful funding applications and to
the input of so many new and committed volunteers. Every Wednesday and

one Saturday a month an enthusiastic and jolly group of up to 16 get stuck in
and their efforts are really beginning to show.

In July the Gardens were awarded Green Flag status, a big moment for us
and tribute to the hard work put in by the group. We hope the council will
enter Denton Gardens again this year.

Furthermore the Gardens are now included as part of the new extended
Steyne Conservation Area, protecting them against aggressive future
development and ensuring they remain for the enjoyment of Worthing folk
and visitors.

Over the year we have been generously donated trees and bulbs for the
Gardens; most are doing well but the Strawberry Trees planted in the lawns
are struggling and don’t look happy. We are giving them a bit longer to see if
they can establish themselves before deciding on their future.

The Sunken Garden

Using our grant from CIL (Community Infrastructure Fund), all six upper beds
have now been planted up. Those we planted last spring have become fully
established and are looking good, and the top two were completed last
month.

The four circular catnip beds have been well and truly weeded this spring, to
keep on top of the ever present couch grass and other weeds. The four
central urns were planted up last year and will come into their own this
summet.

The lower beds now have the flowering trees, courtesy of a donation from
Chris Drake, and the grass around them is now well established.



The Woodland Area

Exactly a year ago we planted, among the existing trees and bushes, over
200 shrubs and some 400 native woodland ground flora to boost biological
diversity, using the grant from Rampion Offshore Wind Community Benefit
Fund. Excitingly the results are beginning to show this spring. There have
been some casualties - one of the trees didn’t survive, and the council did a
rather heavy handed job of cutting back the hedges and trees in the winter,
trampling many new plants in the process. Though there are hopeful signs
that some of them may be reappearing. We still need to erect an information
board explaining what is there. Watch this space.

Herbaceous Border

We have managed to give this bed much more tlc than before, thanks to the
number of volunteers we now have. The edges have been tidied, the
overgrown shrubs have been pruned back, some of the wisteria has been
tied back and pruned, the ground has been (is being) weeded and donated
gladioli bulbs, a flowering cherry and an apple tree have been planted. This
bed is work in progress but it’s been really encouraging to see the
improvements.

The three small rose beds have been particularly well looked after this spring
and will benefit from the weeding and professional pruning they’ve had
(thank you for the lesson Dave) and larger dollops of manure.

Thank You

| want to finish by thanking everyone who has contributed to our progress
this year: Anthony Reed and Dave Steff from Parks Dept; the lovely team at
Coast who supply our refreshments; Chris Drake for his expertise and
donations; Greg for letting us meet in the Egremont; passers-by for their
encouraging words and of course our committee members, Louise, for her
fundraising, garden design and exhaustive minutes, JP for managing our
money and website so well and Michal for his extensive knowledge of plants,
especially our native British plants.

Most of all | want to recognise and thank the intrepid group of FoDG
volunteers who turn out every week, whose commitment and enthusiasm is
a joy. Literally none of this could have be done without them.



