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FRIENDS OF DENTON GARDENS

Minutes of Meeting of Friends of Denton Gardens Committee
Monday 2 June 2025, 19.45hrs, King Edward Avenue, Worthing

Present:

Andy Payne, Chair

Louise Corcoran, Secretary

Nadine Barber, Volunteer Co-ordinator Representative
Michal Zarzecki

Apologies:
JP Rowe, Treasurer

Matters Arising from last committee meeting 25 March / AGM 25 April:

Rampion Project Interpretation Boards - designed and ready for approval, but still stalled due to lack
of feedback/funds from council. Need to meet with AR to move this and other issues forward.
Discussed size of board - approx 100 x 70cm, and location - eg in recess where one of benches
removed on woodland border side, and design - low and angled so not too dominant. MZ to get cost
in case we need to fund ourselves. Consider putting something in noticeboard as interim measure.

Bird and bat boxes - also need following up with AR to find out if council can still supply these.

Tools

Some kneelers and secondhand tools already supplied, and a volunteer has very generously bought
some tools. AR visited to do risk assessments and agreed to supply edging line, plus other tools as
requested. AP to do inventory on Wed and assess what is still needed.

Guildcare are overwhelmed with donations and might be worth approaching to see of they might
make a donation as a community gesture.

Compiling Reference Folder
Folder for hut to include:

o Emergency contacts

o Volunteer charter

o Map of gardens with named beds - need to go come up with names for beds

o Plant identification, care and pruning information - needs to be printed from Google Drive.
Also need basic first aid kit in hut.

Ideas for Naming Each Bed
Agreed this would be helpful, need to give it some thought, take to volunteers and come back with

ideas.

Financial Update
Current bank balance £872.06
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7 AOB
® RB has e-mailed with couple of matters:

o Has approached council re replacement trees for central space suggesting canadian maples
at 3.5m; concern expressed about suitability, size and establishment especially in light of
issues with current specimens. As he has already gone direct to council, wait to see what
they say.*

o Wants to hire mower for sunken garden - as we are not permitted to operate motorised
equipment for insurance reasons this would not be allowed.

o Offered to supply more waste sacks.

*Going forward, as a Friends Group we no longer accept memorial donations. As an exposed, coastal site it
can be difficult, especially as the climate becomes less predictable, to reliably establish new plants, and
therefore to avoid potential disappointment and upset, we do not feel it is appropriate to accept donations in
memory of loved ones.

e Extending Volunteer Gardening Sessions
Some volunteers have requested longer sessions. Most groups do 3hrs. Agreed to try 9.30-12.30
during BST if volunteers agreeable. Will discuss on Wed. If individuals still just want to do 10-12,
that’s fine.

e Green Flag
Assessment is going ahead, but will be unannounced.

e Action Plan 2025/6
On Google Drive and needs to be updated especially for herbaceous border. MZ has suggested lots of
plants for herbaceous border. All need to take a look and consider for next time.

e Sycamore tree
MZ spoke to Liam Lord, council trees team, re work to drill into sycamore, which he said was feasible.

e Junk next to Coast
Big rolls of matting and chairs next Coast - belong to Coast or council? Need to speak to both to
establish.

e Water butts
Can we explore putting water butts under the hut? Operation watershed provide money for
managing rainwater - MZ happy to explore. Anthony Pope could have butt on his hut too? Involve

Coast and Indian Restaurant too? Promote on website as sustainable practice.

Date of next meeting: TBC
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