
 

 

Minutes of Meeting  

Friends of Denton Gardens Committee 

Monday 29 September 2025, 19.45hrs, King Edward Avenue, Worthing 

 

1​ Present:  

 

Andy Payne, Chair 

JP Rowe, Treasurer 

Louise Corcoran, Secretary 

Nadine Barber, Volunteer Co-ordinator Representative 

Michal Zarzecki 

Anthony Read, Ranger, WBC 

 

2​ Matters Arising 

 

2.1​ Rampion Project  

●​ Interpretation board: discussed appearance - in conservation area so needs to be sympathetic - see 

Beach House Park board - black metal with vinyl print. Need to mount Rampion plaque - suggest this 

placed on separate oak sleeper below. Quote from Peter Signs approx £700. WBC originally offered 

to supply interpretation board. FoDG understand Council funds now stretched. From remaining 

Rampion funding FoDG could cover £300. Could WBC cover balance?  AR to ask but answer probably 

no - essential spending only. Can install - ie cover labour. 

Action: AR to check WBC funds for Interpretation Board 

●​ Bird and bat boxes - available - AR to deliver next week.  Action: AR to deliver boxes 

 

2.2​ Tools/Reference Folder  

●​ AP circulated - content welcomed - thank you to AP for his work producing this. 

●​ MZ drafting H&S risk assessment; AR stated Gwen formalising recruitment and risk assessment for 

volunteers. 

●​ Brooms missing - AR will supply. Action: AR to supply 2 new brooms 

 

2.3​ Basic First Aid Kit - now supplied by AR. 

 

2.4​ Naming Beds - suggested names circulated by LC; Agreed and JP to send digital copy to AR to 

laminate for kiosk. Action: JP to send copy to AP - DONE 

 

2.5​ Replacement Trees and Mower 

●​ Trees - RB in contact with Liam regarding this matter. 

●​ Mower - got money. Suggestions: Bosch AHM38G £59.99 Amazon. Also, Einhell, Spear and Jackson. 

AR to check if we need an Asset no. Check out Black Friday. Action: LC/Committee to purchase 
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2.6​ Extension to Volunteer Gardening Sessions - worked well, achieved a lot more. Action: JP to update 

website to reflect - DONE 

 

2.7​ Green Flag 25/26 - achieved. AR reported unlikely to go through next year due to budget constraints - 

Gwen will address this. Community Green flag may be an alternative. 

  

2.8​ Action Plan 25/26 - drafted and on drive. Need to check what needs updating. Aspiration to work on 

herbaceous border. Action - Committee to review 

 

2.9​ Large rolls next to Coast - will be removed this winter. Will go into store. Eventually plant up area to 

extend herbaceous border. 

 

2.10​ Water Butts - on kiosks. Marine Gdns removed due to vandalism. Slim butts suitable because of 

overhang. No gutter at present, but AR stated would be reasonably easy to fit. MZ happy to apply through 

Operation Watershed. AR said don’t start application yet - will check and report back in next 3 weeks as lease 

arranged. Action: AR to report back 

 

3​ Items to be discussed 

 

3.1​ Financial Update - Current balance £1,013.35. AP now has access to the bank account. NB still needs 

to be removed. We can apply for up to £1,500 from Worthing Community Chest for a future project - see 

below. 

 

3.2​ Plan for Pond Gravel Bed - suggested plan circulated by LC ahead of meeting. Suggested gravel depth 

10cm. AR confirmed rubble currently underneath grass; recommended including volunteer hours for 

maintenance in funding application. WBC may be able to supply 4 pavers in York/natural stone style from 

stock - AR to check, but no gravel. Suggested looking at Scotch pebbles or something larger than pea shingle. 

Agreed need to share with rest of group, circulate for comments, but indicate that final say on plants will be 

subject to availability and WBC approval. Look at Steyne Gardens gravel garden for more inspiration. Once 

volunteers consulted, apply for Worthing Community Chest funding. Action: LC to circulate plan plus MZ 

ideas subsequently circulated. 

 

3.3​ Update from Park Rangers/Council  

●​ Green flag already mentioned. 

●​ Kiosk - Terry Gough compliance officer says now safe, and tools are back in. Now need lease so 

volunteers can use - could take a few more weeks. Original padlock will go back on. 

●​ Tap next to kiosk - imperial thread - Geko fitting - ask Dave Steff.  

 

3.4​ Noticeboard needs updating - JP has already taken out old posters. 
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3.6​ Christmas Dinner for volunteers - Marine Gardens go to Toby Carvery. NB to get feedback. MZ 

suggested networking event with other groups - share ideas and what went well. AR said Green Tides forum 

for green groups and now have streamlined set up. MZ already on mailing list. Action: NB to get feedback. 

 

3.7​ Volunteer Days and Revised Times for Winter - agreed stay with Wed, revert to 10-12 for Winter from 

Nov. 

 

4​ AOB  

 

4.1​ Tulips - agreed to buy red tulip bulbs. AR suggested Parkers and JUB Holland. Committee also happy 

to replace Russian sage stolen from top beds. Action: LC to source - DONE 

 

4.2​ Agreed meetings should be open to anyone who wishes to attend. They have been in the past. AR 

said the Pavillion in Beach House Park could be made available if a bigger venue necessary. 

 

4.3​ Date of next meeting (Winter 2025) TBC 

 

 

www.friendsofdentongardens.org 


