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FRIENDS OF DENTON GARDENS

Minutes of Meeting
Friends of Denton Gardens Committee
Monday 16 February 2026, 19.45hrs, King Edward Avenue, Worthing

1 Present:
Andy Payne, Chair
JP Rowe, Treasurer
Louise Corcoran, Secretary
Nadine Barber, Volunteer Co-ordinator Representative
Michal Zarzecki
Anthony Read, Ranger, WBC
Apologies:
Alison, Volunteer

2 Matters Arising

2.1 Rampion Project

e Interpretation board: AR reported that WBC do not have money but will ask again. He does have
some posts and needs to get a quote for Homefield Play Park board so will ask for a quote for us at
the same time. MZ might be able to handle printing. Action: AR to get quote.

e Bird and bat boxes: delivered but not erected due to bad weather. Discussed fixing and agreed AR
will supply tree strapping and external timber screws if available. If not, JPR can purchase. JPR to
liaise with Chris, Ecologist, to rearrange date. AR also agreed to contact Acre Landscapes, Hemiko and
Edburton to ask if they are prepared to assist. Action: AR to supply strapping/screws, and liaise with
potential contractors; JP to liaise with Chris re new date.

2.2 Mower

No suitable offers on Black Friday. Discussed possible models and settled on Webb WEH30 @ £88.99. Action:
LC to purchase

23 Green Flag

Agreed not going ahead for the coming year due to requirement to self-fund. AP and Alison attended the

Green Flag meeting but did not find it particularly beneficial.

2.4 Action Plan 25/26
Ongoing. MZ requested a copy of the maintenance plan and border names. Action: LC to supply again.

2.5 Large rolls next to Coast
AR reported will be done by the end of winter once hedge cutting round complete. Action: Parks Team.

2.6 Water Butts
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Watershed application filled in and circulated by MZ. Requires sign off from WSCC Councillor - Caroline
Baxter. MZ asked please have a look at the form to see if it could be improved. MZ has also contacted
Southern Water as butts might be available from them. Action: All to check application and feedback.

3 Items to be discussed

3.1 Financial Update

JPR reported the current balance £962.94. £4.25 goes out every month to cover our banking fees, and we
receive a regular monthly donation income of £10.00. We currently have free web hosting. However, this will
end in a year or so.

3.2 Plan for Pond Gravel Bed

MZ has amended his drawing to include wooden bee posts instead of sand containers. AR offered recycled
groynes from the beach for posts, which was gratefully accepted. If available we discussed adding these to
the top level Sunken Garden beds too. AR said gravel may be available from an RHS Malvern Spring Show
Garden being donated to WBC. LC reported that the next Community Chest application round is in May,
costings require 2 quotes and grants are reimbursement funded. AR suggested digging a pilot hole next
session to test the depth and current make-up of the bed. Action: AR to check gravel and groyne
availability, LC to get plant quotes/spk to Community Chest, All to dig test hole.

3.3 Update from Park Rangers / Council

® AR confirmed that Liam is in agreement with crevices being cut into the topped sycamore, but not
had time yet. AR can drill into it.

® AR said the guards could probably come off the Sunken Garden trees this season. LC asked if she
could ‘standardise’ the largest tree - AR agreed.

® AR expanded on information about the donation of the Malvern Show Garden. The plants could go in
Brooklands or Beach House - tbc. However, the Parks Team are putting out a call to rally volunteers to
assist with planting in April/May. Action: Committee to disseminate to volunteers.

3.4 Tool Shed, Lease Agreement

No lease agreement as yet, but we do have ‘agreement’ to use the shed. Drawers have kindly been
delivered. Propose to install tool hangers, and possibly back boards. AR may have suitable timber/OSB board
- will attend next Saturday session to assess. Will do Risk Assessments for volunteers at the same time. Dave
would like higher shelving and items stored above head height removed. Action: AR to assess.

3.5 AGM date to be agreed
Proposed: June 6th, 11am Egremont. Check with Greg nearer the time.

3.6 Ideas for plants for Herbaceous Borders
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MZ and LC to take an overview of herbaceous border including drone survey by MZ, and then propose
suitable plants to fill gaps as part of a broader structured approach. Also consult Dave Steff. Action: LC and
MZ in the first instance.

3.7 Funding Opportunities
Grow Wild opportunity - too short notice for this year but possibility for next. Need a child safeguarding
policy. AR advised that it was a long process.

3.8 Flag

JPR relayed some initial design ideas for comment/discussion, but still waiting for Splashpoint Minigolf’s logo
before committing to paper. The initial idea is for the top half to show the FoDG logo on a pale blue
background, and the bottom half divided in two displaying the Coast and Minigolf logos in white on dark blue
in each half respectively. MZ suggested using green to represent gardens. AR reported there may be an issue
with displaying local business sponsors on a council flagpole. He will confirm asap. Action: AR to confirm
Council position; then JP to draw up initial ideas for circulation/discussion.

4 AOB

® Snowdrops - LC reported several volunteers have requested having snowdrops in DG. These should
be planted in the green in Feb/Mar. Best price currently 250 @ £49 or 500 @ £90 from Boston Bulbs
(plus £5.99 delivery. Agreed 250 sufficient. AP suggested some may be available from Highdown
Gardens. Action: AP to check with Highdown; if not LC to order.

e Home-school group - NB reported that Chrissie and Jenson have asked if their Home-school group
could visit DG regularly during volunteer sessions and potentially have some involvement. This was
welcomed as an idea.
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