Friends of Denton Gardens, Chairman’s
Report

Saturday 18th July 2026 / 11 AM / The Egremont Public House, Worthing, Mobile No:
07956 730103

When | took over as Chairman from Nadine back in April 2025, who
had done such a good job previously over many years, | was still a
fairly new member of the group, having only joined in March 2024, and

| wasn't sure what was expected of me.

Since then the volunteers group has grown to regularly attract 10-15
volunteers on either a Wednesday and the last Saturday of the month.
As you are aware | also volunteer at both Highdown Gardens and
Marine Gardens and when | tell them how many are turning up
regularly at Denton they are quite envious, so thanks to all for making

the group so inclusive and to the great community spirit.

Looking back on my first year as Chairman, things started off a bit
rocky when one individual caused friction with our volunteers,
committee members, and Park Rangers. However, since they have left,

the group has gone from strength to strength.

There are always tasks to be sorted out, ie. Bat and Bird Boxes to be
installed, Tools Shed to be sorted, more Tools to be ordered based on



the number of volunteers, and various new projects for the future,

more of that from Louise and Michal later.

Our increased numbers have allowed us to gain real control of the
gardens. This year, we cleared a large section of the Herbaceous
Borders and added several new plants donated by our members and
Marine Gardens - thanks all. Additionally, we received a generous
donation in June from a National Garden Scheme Open Day in
Wiltshire. Many thanks to Louise and JP for organizing the delivery, to
Dave Steff for his hard work in sorting and advising on positioning,
and the FODG in planting, and watering them-it was a fantastic team
effort.

Earlier in the year we purchased and planted 250 snow drop bulbs in
the Brighton Road entrance borders, and along the edge of the
Woodland Border up to the Mini Golf Hut, we await next winter/spring

to see the results.

When we are working in the Gardens, it is so lovely to hear all the
positive comments from the general public on what we have achieved,

so all be very proud of this and the community we have at Denton.

Paul Holden of the Worthing Journal, said “if he could shine a light on
one of the biggest successes in Worthing, it would definitely be

Denton Gardens”, and this is down to all of us, the volunteers.



Last year, we received the Green Flag, a national award for
outstanding green spaces. Although we initially believed there was no
funding for the application this year and planned to provide our own
flags, the Council has since found the necessary funds. We were
judged last Tuesday and you know the result, congratulations and well

done to all.

Denton’s community spirit truly shone when Anthony requested help
planting 1,500 plants at Brooklands. Around 35 volunteers from
various community groups turned up, with Denton providing the
largest representation. It is amazing what we can achieve together,
and | hope we see more of these collaborative events across
Worthing.

We had a great turnout of 21 volunteers for our Christmas dinner at
Toby Carvery, and we look forward to an even bigger gathering this
year. We also enjoyed a picnic and boules tournament—JP and Julian
remain the defending champions\! Weather permitting, we are hosting
a similar event for friends and family after our volunteer day on
Saturday, July 25th. Also a special thank you to Nadine and Tony for

hosting our Christmas soiree.

A few of us were able to attend the unveiling of the Blue Plaque for
James Gurney Denton, who gifted this land to the town in 1922. We
owe him much gratitude—perhaps slightly less so for the bindweed

and sticky willy that grow in such abundance\!



A huge thank you to Barry and his team at Coast for providing us with
free tea and coffee, and to our partners at the WBC Park
Ranger—Anthony Read, Gardener’s Dave Steff, Mick, and John—for
their continued support. Finally, thank you to all the volunteers and our
committee team for making my first year as Chairman such an

enjoyable experience.
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